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AGRICULTURE 

Governor Mike DeWine announced Friday that he will nominate State Representative Brian 

Baldridge (R-Winchester) to be the next Director of the Ohio Department of Agriculture following 

in the footsteps of former director and lawmaker Dorothy Pelanda. Baldridge currently represents the 

90th Ohio House District which encompasses all of Adams and Scioto counties and parts of Brown 

County. Baldridge and his family operate Baldridge Farms, which has both livestock and crop 

production.  The Baldridge family has farmed in Ohio for seven generations. Baldrige must be 

confirmed by the Ohio Senate. 

ATTORNEY GENERAL 

Attorney General (AG) Dave Yost announced recently that $11.77 million in safety grants is 

available to Ohio schools through his office for the 2023-24 school year. New this year, a limited 

number of 'Innovation Grants' of up to $20,000 will be awarded for technology that links schools 

with law enforcement agencies for improved safety, crime prevention and response. The new 

innovation grants can be used for one building or multiple buildings within a district. The money is 

expected to be used for crisis-response technology designed to alert law enforcement of potential 

safety breaches on school property. 

BALLOT ISSUES 

If a requirement for constitutional issues to get 60 percent of the vote in order to pass had been in 

place over the past 40 years, state bond issues paying for infrastructure, housing, and former Gov. 

Bob Taft's Third Frontier program would not have passed, according to former Rep. Mike Curtin. 

Curtin, who is a retired Columbus Dispatch editor, highlighted the impact the resolution formerly 

known as 134-HJR6 (Stewart) would have had on bond issues at a Thursday news conference. 

Sponsor Rep. Brian Stewart (R-Ashville) has resubmitted the proposal but it has not officially been 

introduced in resolution form. Curtin said over the many decades bond issues have been put before 

voters, they have been an indispensable way to pay for state projects, especially because of debt 

limits in the Ohio Constitution. He said given the historic skepticism of Ohio voters to new debt, 

getting one approved is already a tall task, requiring bipartisan agreement, cooperation between the 

business and labor communities, and no organized opposition. 

BUDGET, F.Y. 22-23 

Gov. Mike DeWine Tuesday announced Ohio's Rainy Day Fund (RDF) has reached a balance never 

seen before in the fund's history with a cash balance of nearly $3.5 billion. The Ohio Office of 

Budget and Management (OBM) transferred $727 million into the fund to reach the historic number. 

The fund, which is a reserve balance set aside to protect the state budget from cyclical changes in 

revenues and expenses that may occur during poor economic times, is capped at 8.5 percent of 

General Revenue Fund revenues. The transfer into the fund made Tuesday was authorized by the 

General Assembly in 134-HB45 (West-Roemer). 

CIVIL RIGHTS 

After a break because of COVID-19, the annual Columbus Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday 

Breakfast again filled a huge Columbus Convention Center exhibition hall Monday for songs and 

speeches reflecting on the words and deeds of the American civil rights icon. Among those 
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addressing the crowd were U.S. Rep. Joyce Beatty (D-Columbus), Columbus Mayor Andrew 

Ginther and Council President Shannon Hardin. Newly elected U.S. Sen. J.D. Vance (R-OH) joined 

the lineup of elected officials speaking at the breakfast for the first time. The keynote speaker for 

Monday's event was Lawrence Carter, dean of the Martin Luther King International Chapel at 

Morehouse College in Atlanta. 

CORONAVIRUS 

The U.S. Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals has upheld a lower court ruling that struck down a federal 

rule requiring all federal contractors to mandate employees’ wear facemasks at work and be 

vaccinated against COVID-19, a ruling praised by Attorney General Dave Yost. President Joe Biden 

had ordered the Occupational Safety and Health Administration to issue the rule in September 2021. 

After the mandate was issued, Ohio, Kentucky, Tennessee and two Ohio sheriff's offices sued the 

Biden administration, seeking to prevent its enforcement, challenging the executive action on 

statutory, administrative and constitutional grounds. A district court granted the request in the 

case, Kentucky v. Biden, enjoining the government from enforcing the mandate in the three plaintiff 

states. The Biden administration appealed to the Sixth Circuit, though the appeals court denied the 

motion to stay the injunction. 

The Ohio Department of Health (ODH) reported the number of new COVID-19 cases continued to 

drop, falling from 10,188 in the seven days ending Jan. 12 to 7,961 Thursday. Hospitalizations also 

declined from 646 to 434, and ICU admissions fell from 49 to 27. Deaths ticked up slightly from 106 

to 110. Since the pandemic began, there have been 3.34 million cases, 135,273 hospitalizations, 

14,837 ICU admissions and 41,249 deaths. 

EDUCATION 

The Senate Education Committee kicked off Tuesday a series of hearings that will likely last through 

February to vet Republicans' plan to transfer much of the K-12 administrative and policymaking 

authority to the governor's cabinet. Sen. Bill Reineke (R-Tiffin), sponsor of SB1 and its predecessor, 

134-SB178, made a similar pitch Tuesday as he had in the lame duck session, citing lagging test 

scores, delayed rollouts of key initiatives and a lack of alignment to workforce needs under the 

oversight of the State Board of Education and state superintendent. They would retain authority over 

realms like teacher licensure and discipline and school district territory transfers under SB1, but the 

new Department of Education and Workforce (DEW) he proposes would be run by an appointee of 

the governor. Reineke emphasized amendments to assuage the concerns of home school families and 

non-chartered, non-public schools, often referred to as "-08 schools" after the section of Ohio school 

operating standards under which they are governed. Under SB1, those standards would be codified 

rather than left to rule. Sen. Andrew Brenner (R-Delaware), chair of the committee, also noted that 

SB1 is a "clean bill," untethered from some controversial provisions paired with SB178 in lame 

duck, like restrictions on transgender athletes and on school vaccination policies. Brenner said the 

next hearing on SB1 will take place Tuesday, Feb. 7, and further hearings are likely each week of 

February, with the potential for a vote late that month or early in March. 

More than two dozen education-workforce partnerships were honored by the state with the 2023 

Business-Education Leader Awards for Excellent Business Advisory Councils (BACs), the Ohio 

Department of Education (ODE) and Lt. Gov. Jon Husted's office announced. All Ohio school 

districts and educational service centers (ESCs) are required to have BACs, which bring education 

and business leaders together to collaborate on initiatives that connect education with regional 

workforce needs. Ohio rates BACs on a four-star scale, based on their implementation of quality 
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practices on collaboration, delineation of key professional skills for future jobs and development of 

curriculum on those skills, and creation of environments for students to show proficiency in 

professional and workforce skills for future employment. 

ODE is taking nominations for the Teachers of Ohio Representing Character and Heart (TORCH) 

award, which each year goes to five teachers who model strong personal character and concern for 

students, colleagues and communities. Information about the award and a link to nominate teachers 

is available at https://tinyurl.com/j659s4rc . 

The Ohio Department of Job and Family Services (ODJFS) has been awarded $48 million in federal 

grants over the next three years to support access to quality early childhood care and education, Gov. 

Mike DeWine said Wednesday. The Preschool Development Grant Birth through Five (PDG B-5) 

comes from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services’ Administration for Children and 

Families. DeWine noted that the largest group of Ohioans living in poverty are children aged five 

and under. ODJFS is partnering with the Ohio departments of education; health; mental health and 

addiction services; Medicaid; and developmental disabilities to administer the grant programs, which 

will focus on increasing access and family engagement in early childhood care and education and 

expanding child care for those with special needs, English language learners, and those experiencing 

homelessness, among other areas. 

ELECTIONS 2024 

Ohio Sen. Matt Dolan (R-Chagrin Falls) officially launched his campaign for U.S Senate Tuesday, 

saying in a statement: "America's challenges demand the focus of experienced leaders who reject 

fictional grievances and are ready to do the hard work of getting results to make our future better 

than the past. The crises confronting our nation today are entirely self-made. The botched 

withdrawal from Afghanistan emboldened America's adversaries. A failure to adhere to the rule of 

law has resulted in humanitarian and security crises on our southern border that undermine our 

national sovereignty and strain law enforcement.” 

ENERGY/UTILITIES 

Ohio Consumers' Counsel (OCC) Bruce Weston announced his retirement after 45 years with the 

agency, including more than a decade in the top post. He informed the OCC Governing Board of his 

impending departure on Tuesday. Weston was hired as a legal intern by Ohio's first consumers' 

counsel, Bill Spratley, in 1978, two years after the agency's creation. Weston rose through the ranks 

and took over the office in 2011 following the departure of former Consumers' Counsel Janine 

Migden-Ostrander and OCC's roughly $5 million budget cut under former Gov. John Kasich. 

Weston convinced the Legislature to restore $1.5 million in his first year and secured a smaller 

increase in the 133rd General Assembly. 

PJM Interconnection says electric generators responsible for Christmas and Hanukah power outages 

now face estimated penalties in the billions of dollars. PJM, the 13-state regional transmission 

organization (RTO) encompassing Ohio, issued a system-wide "call for conservation" on Dec. 23 

based on the approach of Winter Storm Elliott which brought heavy snowfall and Arctic 

temperatures. It hit all areas of the U.S. except parts of the Southwest and produced record 

Christmas Eve lows in Washington, D.C., Philadelphia and Baltimore. Americans unfamiliar with 

the term "Polar Vortex" in 2014 now added "bomb cyclone" to their vocabulary. Despite those 

conditions, the RTO said, "PJM operated reliably throughout winter storm challenges." 

https://tinyurl.com/j659s4rc
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The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (PUCO) Nominating Council Wednesday announced the 

candidates it will interview on Thursday, Jan. 26 for the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio 

(PUCO) seat currently held by Beth Trombold. They include John Williams, Christopher Healey, 

Rep. Mike Skindell (D-Lakewood), June Taylor, former state representative and attorney general 

candidate Jeffrey Crossman and Stephen Serraino. 

The Ohio Power Siting Board (OPSB) issued mixed rulings Thursday on the growth of solar farms 

in the state. Board members including Chairwoman Jenifer French, who splits duties at the Public 

Utilities Commission of Ohio (PUCO), shot down a 68 megawatt (MW) solar project slated for 500 

acres in Northwest Ohio's Defiance County. "The OPSB found that, based on the unanimous 

opposition to the project by local governments whose constituents are impacted by the project, the 

proposed project would fail to serve the 'public interest, convenience, and necessity,' as required by 

Ohio law," the agency said in a brief statement. Separately, the siting board proposed reducing the 

required setback of solar panels from adjacent properties lacking residents from 150 feet to only 50 

feet. 

FEDERAL 

U.S. Sen. Sherrod Brown (D-OH) Thursday announced the return of Sarah Benzing as chief of staff 

and the retirement of Trudy Perkins, communications director and former acting chief of staff. 

Benzing, who also served as campaign manager for Brown's successful 2012 re-election bid and 

joined Brown's office as chief of staff in 2015, left the office in early 2022 to serve as executive 

director of the Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee's Independent Expenditure. During that 

time, Perkins served as the acting chief of staff while continuing to also serve as communications 

director. 

GAMING/GAMBLING 

Sports gambling losers who send hateful messages to college athletes could wind up on the state's 

involuntary exclusion list, according to Ohio Casino Control Commission (OCCC) Executive 

Director Matt Schuler. "Dayton Flyers coach Anthony Grant recently used his postgame press 

conference ... to address hate messages being sent to his players, received in recent days from 

gamblers upset about their losses. Something similar happened with Ohio State a couple of years 

ago. It's not something that is overly prevalent, but when it certainly happens, it gets everyone's 

attention because these are kids that are out playing a game," Schuler said during Wednesday's 

OCCC meeting. Nobody has been added to the OCCC's involuntary exclusion list since 2014. There 

are currently 10 individuals on the list, and they are banned from entering casinos in Ohio. 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Three weeks after the election of Rep. Jason Stephens (R-Kitts Hill) as speaker upended the usual 

organizational routines of the House, the chamber is set to come back into session to handle 

"procedural resolutions." The House clerk's office announced a 2 p.m. Tuesday, Jan 24 session for 

adoption of those resolutions, at the same time converting the planned Wednesday, Jan. 25 session to 

“if-needed” status. 

Senate Minority Leader Nickie Antonio (D-Lakewood) and her caucus previewed work on health 

care, housing and criminal justice issues Tuesday as legislative activities begin to ramp up for the 

135th General Assembly. While collective caucus priorities are yet to be finalized, senators shared 
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the legislation and issues they'll be looking to tackle individually during a sit-down with Statehouse 

reporters. In many cases they'll be picking up work started in earlier General Assemblies. Antonio 

said she'll be taking up familiar legislative proposals, including the Fairness Act, which would add 

sexual orientation and gender identity to workplace and housing discrimination statutes; repeal of 

Ohio's death penalty; and elimination of the statute of limitations on rape and sexual assault. 

Rep. Merrin Wednesday detailed legislation on ethics reform he'd planned to designate as HB1 

before his ascent to the speakership was thwarted, saying restoring public trust in government is 

foundational to the rest of the House's work. Backed by several colleagues who were to serve on his 

House leadership team or had voted for him over Speaker Stephens, Merrin said ethics laws have 

been "mostly untouched" for decades. He outlined five major provisions of his proposal including 

requiring all lobbying income to be reported and sourced directly to clients; requiring nominees for 

appointment to the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio to disclose income and previous business 

relationships and ties to entities regulated by the commission, and that of their family members, with 

the information to be made available publicly before a nominee's name is submitted to the governor 

for consideration; and prohibiting state elected officials from receiving compensation from serving 

on corporate boards unless they held the board seat prior to taking office and have ownership in the 

corporation, and requiring the amounts of compensation to be disclosed, among other items. 

GOVERNOR 

With Senate Republicans set to launch hearings anew on a recently vetoed proposal to change where 

Ohioans can challenge state administrative actions in court, Gov. Mike DeWine said Friday he 

thinks it's possible to find compromise. DeWine used his veto pen sparingly after last month's lame 

duck session, but he did strike down 134-HB286 (Seitz), which would generally open the doors for 

Ohioans to challenge state agency actions in any common pleas court, rather than just in Franklin 

County, where most state government agencies are headquartered. He called the language "simply 

too broad" when announcing his veto. A modified version of the proposal is now back in SB21, 

sponsored by Sens. Robert McColley (R-Napoleon) and Michele Reynolds (R-Canal Winchester). In 

the bill’s first hearing in the Senate Judiciary Committee on Tuesday, Democrats stood in for the 

DeWine administration to challenge the re-introduced version of the legislation. The minority 

questioned opening appeals of executive agency rulings to the precedent-setting power of 88 county 

courts rather limiting administrative disputes to the Franklin County Court of Common Pleas. 

Reynolds commented that the current administrative appeals process gives Franklin County 

"outsized authority" over other county court jurisdictions. 

Asked to elaborate on inaugural comments regarding mental health, Gov. DeWine said his 

forthcoming executive budget proposal will take a "comprehensive approach" that includes 

improving access, emphasizing the use of school wellness funding for mental health, and increasing 

the number of providers in the field. 

DeWine Wednesday announced that Aimee Shadwick will become the new director of 

RecoveryOhio, the governor's initiative to prevent, reduce, treat and support long-term recovery 

from mental illness and substance use disorders. Shadwick has been with RecoveryOhio since 2019, 

including serving as interim director. Previously, she worked at the Franklin County Alcohol, Drug 

and Mental Health Board. In addition, Felicia King becomes the new director of the Governor's 

Office of Faith-Based and Community Initiatives. She is a long-time employee of DeWine's, serving 

in the Office of Faith-Based and Community Initiatives, most recently as interim director. 

Previously, she worked for DeWine both in the attorney general's office and in the U.S. Senate. 
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HIGHER EDUCATION 

Ohio State University (OSU) announced Friday that Dr. John J. Warner will serve as chief executive 

officer (CEO) of the Wexner Medical Center and executive vice president at Ohio State. Warner will 

join the university on April 1, pending approval by the Board of Trustees. Warner comes to Ohio 

State from the University of Texas (UT) Southwestern Medical Center in Dallas, where he has 

served as CEO of the UT Southwestern Health System, as well as executive vice president for health 

system affairs, since 2018. Prior to those roles, Warner was CEO of UT Southwestern University 

Hospitals and Clinics. Currently, he oversees UT Southwestern's clinical enterprise, which includes 

more than 100,000 inpatient and approximately 4 million outpatient visits annually. 

Northeast Ohio Medical University (NEOMED) is set to receive a $4 million grant to provide 

training and technical assistance for communities developing or implementing deflection and pre-

arrest diversion programs designed to help those with substance use disorder get help and treatment. 

The Office of Criminal Justice Services (OCJS) is administering the grant for the new initiative 

through Ohio's portion of American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds. The initiative will support 

communities that have experienced an increase in violent crime. A new Substance Use Deflection 

Center of Excellence within NEOMED's existing Criminal Justice Coordinating Center of 

Excellence will be established to undertake this work. The center will also research ways to improve 

the effectiveness of deflection and diversion programs. 

HUMAN SERVICES 

The Office of Criminal Justice Services (OCJS) is now accepting grant applications for federal 

funding of emergency shelter and support services for domestic violence victims and their 

dependents. Grants support the establishment, maintenance and expansion of programs and projects 

at community-based, nonprofit groups such as preventing incidents of family, domestic and dating 

violence and providing immediate shelter, support and service access to community-based programs 

for victims of family, domestic or dating violence and their dependents, among other uses. 

MARIJUANA/HEMP 

The State Medical Board of Ohio (SMBO) received 10 petitions for potential new qualifying 

conditions under the Ohio Medical Marijuana Control Program (MMCP) during the 2022 petition 

period. The SMBO Medical Marijuana Committee is scheduled to meet Wednesday, Feb. 8 to decide 

which petitions to consider. A final vote on new qualifying conditions is expected to occur in 

Summer 2023. Those 10 petitions seek the inclusion of the following eight conditions: 

- Autism spectrum disorder 

- Bipolar 2: depression/anxiety 

- Chronic migraine 

- Uterine cancer 

- Anxiety 

- Irritable bowel syndrome (IBS) 
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- Obsessive-compulsive disorder (OCD) 

- DDD, neuropathy, depression 

The Senate General Government Committee won't waste any time moving medical marijuana 

program expansion bill SB9 (S. Huffman-Schuring), Chair Sen. Michael Rulli (R-Salem) said 

Tuesday. "This is a subject I know really well. ... We're going to be very efficient with this 

committee, and we will move very rapidly. So if there are concerns by the greater public, you should 

reach out to your office probably sooner than later," Rulli said. SB9 is similar to 134-SB261 (S. 

Huffman), which passed the Senate but stalled in the House. Sen. Steve Huffman (R-Tipp City) 

told Hannah News that the main difference between SB9 and 134-SB261 is the addition of a Medical 

Marijuana Oversight Commission to oversee the Division of Marijuana Control in the Ohio 

Department of Commerce (DOC). 

The Ohio Board of Pharmacy (OBP) awarded the 62nd dispensary certificate of operation under the 

MMCP. OBP issued the operating license to Uplift, located at 101 Mercy Blvd. in Mount Orab. 

PEOPLE 

The Inter-University Council of Ohio (IUC) announced Nicole "Niki" Clum will serve as vice 

president of government relations, effective Monday, Jan. 30. Clum replaces Mike Suver, who held 

the role for 16 years and is now serving as the IUC's vice president of operations. Clum goes to the 

IUC from the Office of the Ohio Public Defender where, for the last five and half years, she was 

both the legislative policy manager and a licensed attorney. Prior to that, she served as an assistant 

city prosecutor for the city of Delaware, and an assistant county prosecutor for Union County. 

Former Director Mike Haugh of the Ohio Consumers' Counsel (OCC) Analytical Department is now 

senior fellow with R Street Consultants. Haugh was seen often in the 134th General Assembly 

delivering legislative testimony on behalf of OCC. Outside the agency, he has worked as a wholesale 

energy trader and in regulatory and government affairs for retail energy suppliers. He holds a 

bachelor's in business administration from Ohio State University. 

The Ohio Hospital Association (OHA) announced the hiring of Emma Cardone of Columbus as 

director of advocacy. OHA said as a member of the advocacy team she will be responsible for 

leading federal relations for the association and supporting local government affairs. Cardone 

recently served as director of coalitions and stakeholder relations for the DeWine administration and 

was legislative liaison for the Ohio Department of Medicaid. In these roles she supported the 

coordination and management of a variety of health care initiatives for the administration and ODM 

including the COVID-19 pandemic, Medicaid managed care procurement, Medicaid reforms and 

education and workforce projects. She earned a bachelor's degree in political science from the 

University of Dayton. 

Ohioans to Stop Executions announced the appointment of Allison Cohen as its new executive 

director. Cohen has worked for over a decade as an advocate for criminal justice reform and the 

abolition of the death penalty. She previously worked as director of communications for this group, 

where she helped to shape the organization's media strategy, messaging, and advancing its legislative 

agenda. 
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Leah Hetrick has been named director of legal education and member engagement for the Ohio Farm 

Bureau. Prior to joining the Ohio Farm Bureau, Hetrick worked for Ohio Secretary of State Frank 

LaRose as a chief legal assistant. 

Cameron Sagester has been appointed as executive director of the Ohio Republican Party, a 

spokesman for the party confirmed. Sagester has spent much of the past decade in Ohio politics. He 

was a partner at Hometown Strategies, a political and public affairs consulting firm based in 

Cincinnati. During his time with Hometown Strategies, he worked on a number of campaigns, 

including Ohio Supreme Court Justice Pat DeWine's campaign for re-election, Liz Keating's 

successful election as a Republican to the Cincinnati City Council, and other state legislative and 

local campaigns throughout Ohio, Kentucky and Indiana. 

PUBLIC SAFETY 

The Ohio Emergency Management Agency (EMA) announced it is now accepting applications for 

the Ohio Safe Room Rebate Program. The deadline to apply is Monday, Feb. 20, 2023 at 5 p.m. The 

Ohio Safe Room Rebate Program provides a rebate to homeowners of up to 75 percent of the cost to 

install or construct a safe room -- up to a maximum of $4,875 to homeowners selected for the 

program. The rebate program will use a computerized random selection process to select names. A 

safe room is an extreme-wind shelter or space that provides protection to people during a tornado or 

high wind event. Safe rooms can be constructed/installed in one of several places in the home, 

including in the basement, beneath a concrete slab-on-grade foundation or garage floor, or in an 

interior room on the first floor. A safe room may also be buried in the yard or be a stand-alone 

structure near the home. 

TECHNOLOGY/AEROSPACE 

The Ohio Third Frontier Commission Tuesday approved $200,000 in grants to support two 

companies in raising funds and getting institution-owned technology to the marketplace more 

quickly. The grants are part of the Technology Validation and Start-up Fund. The companies are the 

Research Institute at Nationwide Children's Hospital (RINCH), in the city of Columbus (Franklin 

County) and Smart Response Technologies, in the city of Lebanon (Warren County). Both will 

receive $100,000. 

TRANSPORTATION/INFRASTRUCTURE 

The Ohio Turnpike and Infrastructure Commission Tuesday discussed safety among other topics 

during its monthly meeting in the wake of a deadly multi-vehicle crash in Erie County on Dec. 23 

that involved more than 50 vehicles and killed four. The incident occurred at about 12:30 p.m. in the 

midst of winter storms moving through the state that dropped the temperature to below zero and iced 

over roads ahead of the holiday. It closed the turnpike in both directions while the crash was cleaned 

up; the Ohio State Highway Patrol is still investigating it. Members of the commission 

complimented the work of the patrol, first responders, and turnpike workers for their actions in 

response to the crash. 

DriveOhio announced this week that it will be testing automated vehicles on rural roadways in 

Central and Southeast Ohio as part of its Rural Automated Driving System (ADS) project, which the 

agency said will begin two deployments to gather data that will help define future technology needs. 

DriveOhio said that while most automated driving systems have been tested in urban areas, there's 
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still research needed on how the vehicles operate in rural areas when navigating around curves, over 

hills, and in and out of shaded areas. 

UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION 

The state of Ohio still ranks near the bottom of the U.S. for new unemployment claims, according to 

financial advisory website WalletHub. Ohio ranked 43 in states where jobless claims decreased the 

most week-over-week, with "1" being the best and "51" being the worst. Tennessee ranked 1, while 

Kentucky ranked 51. Michigan ranked the highest among Ohio's neighbors at 11, followed by 

Pennsylvania (25), Indiana (33) and West Virginia (34). 

WORKFORCE 

Lt. Gov. Jon Husted announced Friday the state's Broadband and 5G Sector Partnership will be 

supported with $12 million in grant funding as it seeks to implement a workforce training strategy. 

That includes $9 million in QUEST funding from the U.S. Department of Labor to create regional 

nodes using the JobsOhio six-region map of the state, providing local communities with resources. 

Husted added that more details will be made available when the Ohio Department of Job and Family 

Services (ODJFS) posts an RFP on March 1 to select lead entities in the regions. The remaining $3 

million comes through the U.S. Economic Development Administration's (EDA) Good Jobs 

Challenge program and will support partnership operations in 2024, including $300,000 for 

equipment helping new programs. 

 


