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ADDICTION/SUBSTANCE ABUSE 

The Ohio Department of Public Safety's (DPS) Office of Criminal Justice Services (OCJS) 

announced the availability of $1.2 million in federal grants to local governments, state agencies and 

state institutions of higher education with residential substance use disorder treatment programs. The 

Residential Substance Use Disorder Treatment Program (RSUDT), formerly the Residential 

Substance Abuse Treatment grant, helps individuals with addictions to reintegrate into communities 

by delivering community-based treatment and other broad-based aftercare services. Administered by 

OCJS, RSUDT assists state and local correctional and detention facilities where inmates are 

incarcerated long enough for residential treatment, with a particular focus on high-risk offenders. 

The RSUDT application deadline is Monday, April 3. More information is available at 

www.ocjs.ohio.gov.  

 

The state has launched new data dashboards to track and report data on overdose deaths and other 

substance-use related measures for all 88 Ohio counties, Gov. Mike DeWine announced Tuesday. 

The statewide dashboards were adopted and expanded from dashboards created through the National 

Institutes of Health-funded HEALing Communities Study -- the largest implementation study ever 

conducted in addiction research -- aimed at investigating how tools for preventing and treating 

opioid misuse, opioid use disorder (OUD), and opioid overdose are most effective at the local level. 

The dashboards report on 55 opioid-related measures including overdose deaths; high-risk 

prescribing; overdoses treated in emergency departments; naloxone units distributed by Project 

DAWN; individuals receiving and being continuously enrolled in treatment; and EMS events 

involving naloxone administration. To help communities learn how best to implement the 

dashboards, RecoveryOhio will offer virtual training and virtual "office hours" over the next several 

weeks. More information can be found at https://tinyurl.com/2st2wymk. 

 

A Franklin County judge said Thursday he will allow open meeting litigation against the OneOhio 

Recovery Foundation to proceed, writing that in his interpretation the nonprofit appears to be a 

public body subject to open meeting laws. The foundation was created to oversee distribution of 

opioid settlement funding. Judge Mark Serrott of Franklin County Common Pleas Court Thursday 

denied the foundation's motion for judgment on the pleadings, meaning the case can proceed further. 

"A review of the legal arguments and applicable precedent establish that the foundation is acting as a 

public body and meets both the statutory criteria of ORC 121.22 and the cases interpreting the 

statute," he wrote, referencing the open meetings law. 

AGING 

Gov. Mike DeWine erred in not appointing frontline workers from Ohio's nursing home industry to a 

new task force focused on care quality in the sector, some of those workers and their union 

leadership said Monday. Democratic legislative leaders supported their demand for better 

representation and their larger call for improved pay and staffing during a Statehouse press 

conference. 

ATTORNEY GENERAL 

Ohio Attorney General (AG) Dave Yost is opening two fronts in the battle against human 

trafficking. As president of the National Association of Attorneys General (NAAG), he is leading a 

petition urging Congress to force the federally funded Polaris Project to refer National Human 

Trafficking Hotline (NHTH) tips to state and local law enforcement in keeping with its charter. The 

http://www.ocjs.ohio.gov/
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AG also is partnering with the Mt. Carmel Health System to train health care providers to identify 

trafficking survivors. 

 

Ohio will soon go live with the National Integrated Ballistic Information Network (NIBIN), an 

"advanced crime-fighting tool" using digital images of firearm evidence to link unsolved or 

apparently unrelated cases, Attorney General Dave Yost announced. He says NIBIN, which will 

interface with the AG's Bureau of Criminal Identification and Investigation (BCII), spans all 

participating jurisdictions to track guns used in crimes. BCII has been preparing for NIBIN 

deployment since last year by installing network terminals and hiring and training scientists and 

technicians to operate the equipment. 

BALLOT ISSUES 

Attorney General Dave Yost this week rejected the summary of a petition seeking to add a Section 

22 to Article I of the Ohio Constitution, an amendment entitled "Protecting Ohioans' Constitutional 

Rights." The proposed amendment holds a government employer "shall be vicariously liable for 

injury caused by an act or omission of a government employee who, under color of law, violates a 

right under the laws or constitution of this state or the United States." In the letter to the petitioners 

rejecting the summary language, Yost said his office identified omissions and misstatements that, as 

a whole, would mislead a potential signer as to the actual scope and effect of the proposal. 

BUDGET – F.Y. 22-23 

Surplus tax revenue for FY23 now totals nearly three quarters of a billion dollars after another over-

estimate month for collections in February, according to preliminary data from the Office of Budget 

and Management (OBM). February tax collections exceeded $2 billion versus expectations of $1.9 

billion, an increase of $124.1 million or 6.5 percent overestimates. Sales taxes made up the bulk of 

the additional revenue, coming in $67.5 million or 7.8 percent ahead of expectations. The non-auto 

sales tax was up $54.1 million, or 7.3 percent compared to the forecast, while the auto sales tax was 

up $13.3 million or 10.5 percent. 

BUDGET – F.Y. 24-25 

In a budget hearing that touched on numerous health and human services topics, witnesses agreed 

Tuesday on the importance of enacting Gov. Mike DeWine's proposal for a new Department of 

Children and Youth to unify efforts now spread over several state agencies. "Having various 

programs that serve the same families under the same leadership will help coordinate these efforts 

and investments in a way not currently possible today," said Joel Potts, director of the Ohio Job and 

Family Services Directors Association, in testimony to the House Finance Health and Human 

Services (HFHHS) Subcommittee on HB33 (Edwards). The hearing opened with an overview of the 

Ohio Department of Job and Family Services (ODJFS) budget proposal from Director Matt 

Damschroder. 

 

Direct care rate increases proposed by the DeWine administration are laudable but insufficient, 

advocates for home- and community-based services told the HFHHS subcommittee Wednesday. 

Meanwhile, nursing facility representatives urged lawmakers to move forward with lame duck intent 

language resulting from last year's payment commission process and to get the ball rolling before 

Gov. Mike DeWine's new quality task force delivers its report. "Our request is simple. We are 

desperately seeking needed rate increases for home- and community-based services," said Lisa Van 
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Lehmden Zidek, board chair of the Ohio Council for Home Care & Hospice (OCHCH), in testimony 

on HB33. "Our industry and association members face large waiting lists for services and workforce 

shortages. Ultimately, the worst-case scenario is patients' losing all access to home care services as 

agencies simply cease providing fiscally unsustainable care for Medicaid patients. Unfortunately, we 

have seen agencies already taking this route, with more agencies considering this option. This forces 

Ohioans to either go without care or forced into more expensive care settings," she said. 

 

Ohio Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services (OhioMHAS) Director Lori Criss and 

other behavioral health advocates Thursday discussed priorities for the FY24-25 state budget in 

HB33, lauding what they called a "historic investment" in mental health while acknowledging 

substantial challenges such as an uptick in demand for services and workforce issues. Criss told the 

HFHHS subcommittee, "The spotlight on mental illness and addiction has never been as bright as it 

is now," highlighting that Gov. Mike DeWine has made a priority of addressing the issues. The 

subcommittee also heard from a number of other industry experts who presented as a panel, 

including Teresa Lampl of the Ohio Council of Behavioral Health and Family Services Providers; 

Cheri Walter with the Ohio Association of County Behavioral Health Authorities; Luke Russell with 

the National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) - Ohio; and Tony Coder of the Ohio Suicide 

Prevention Foundation. 

CORONAVIRUS 

It has now been three years since the Ohio Department of Health (ODH) reported three Ohioans 

tested positive for COVID-19 for the first time, though the ability to conduct testing was limited at 

that time and community spread was almost certainly occurring. Since then, ODH has reported 3.4 

million cases, 138,145 hospitalizations, 15,039 ICU admissions and 41,802 deaths as of Thursday. 

Ohio's vaccination rates are 64.8 percent or 7.6 million started and 60.07 percent or 7.02 million 

completed, along with 3.98 million people who received first boosters and 1.79 million, second 

booster shots. There have been 1.81 million bivalent vaccinations in Ohio, representing 15.46 

percent of the state population. 

EAST PALESTINE DERAILMENT 

The Ohio Department of Health (ODH) Friday released the results of health assessments completed 

by East Palestine residents in the wake of the train derailment last month, with nearly three quarters 

of respondents complaining of headaches and just under two thirds complaining of anxiety. The 

After Chemical Exposure (ACE) community survey was completed through surveys conducted at 

the East Palestine Health Assessment Clinic, a partnership between ODH and the Columbiana 

County Health District, and door-to-door visits conducted by representatives from the U.S. 

Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). 

 

Ohio leaders weighed in over the weekend after the Saturday afternoon derailment of approximately 

20 Norfolk Southern train cars in Springfield. Gov. Mike DeWine tweeted about it that night, saying 

the incident was not believed to involve hazardous materials. He added that the Ohio Environmental 

Protection Agency (Ohio EPA), Ohio Emergency Management Agency (Ohio EMA) and Ohio State 

Highway Patrol (OSHP) were on scene to support first responders, and that U.S. President Joe Biden 

and U.S. Secretary of Transportation Pete Buttigieg had called him to offer federal assistance 

regarding the derailment. "No hazardous material was spilled, and there is no threat to the public at 

this time. A team from the local hazmat has inspected the area twice and the Ohio EPA is on site 

again today to confirm that no material was released," the Clark County Combined Health District 

said in a social media post Sunday. Reporting by the Springfield News Sun said nearly 20 of 212 
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cars derailed, including four tankers with non-hazardous materials according to Norfolk Southern. 

The four tankers were described as having residual amounts of diesel exhaust fluid and 

polyacrylamide water solution. 

 

U.S. Sen. Sherrod Brown (D-OH) said the Norfolk Southern derailment in East Palestine is an 

opportunity for bipartisan action -- through the bill co-sponsored by him and U.S. Sen. J.D. Vance 

(R-OH) -- during a hearing Thursday before the U.S. Senate Environment and Public Works 

Committee. He also said if the company "had paid a little more attention to safety and a little less 

attention to its profits," the accident may not have been as bad or may not have happened at all. 

During Thursday's committee hearing, Vance said Republicans face a choice in their response to 

East Palestine of doing "the bidding of a massive industry that is in bed with big government" or 

supporting constituents. 

 

Norfolk Southern President and CEO Alan Shaw testified Thursday as well, pledging to clean the 

East Palestine site "safely, thoroughly and with urgency" and discussing the long-term removal plan 

and how state and federal agencies are monitoring air and water quality. He said further that the 

company has committed to reimbursements and investments totaling over $20 million in Ohio and 

Pennsylvania, including more than $3 million to the East Palestine Fire Department. 

 

Gov. DeWine also announced Wednesday that Norfolk Southern had agreed to help improve and 

expand firefighter training by creating a first responders training center and expanding its Operation 

Awareness and Response (OAR) program throughout the company's 22-state network including 

Ohio, Pennsylvania and West Virginia. Four of the 12 scheduled OAR events for 2023 will be in 

Ohio. The center's location will be decided in partnership with community leaders. Until then, the 

classes will be held at Norfolk Southern's Moorman Yard in Bellevue starting Wednesday, March 

22. 

 

The Ohio Department of Transportation is hoping a proposed $125 million funding pool in the state 

budget could bring in about $400 million from the recent federal infrastructure law to eliminate at-

grade railroad crossings, agency leaders told the Senate Select Committee on Rail Safety 

Wednesday. The committee led off Wednesday's hearing, its second, with remarks from Ohio 

Department of Transportation (ODOT) Director Jack Marchbanks, Ohio Rail Development 

Commission Executive Director Matt Dietrich and Tom Corey, deputy director for ODOT's District 

11, which includes Columbiana County where the East Palestine derailment occurred. 

 

Dr. Bruce Vanderhoff, director of the Ohio Department of Health (ODH), also testified before the 

select committee on his agency's response, including the establishment of a health clinic and ODH's 

role in air and water testing. Vanderhoff said ODH is encouraged by initial findings on water tests, 

and was expecting those results based on what geologists predicted, but the agency is now working 

to determine the pace of ongoing tests, which will last "for years and years." 

ECONOMY 

The state of Ohio had the nation's 12th highest increase in weekly jobless claims, according to 

financial advisory website WalletHub. New York's (ranked 1) jobless claims increased the most, 

while the District of Columbia's (51) increased the least. Among Ohio's (12) neighbors, Kentucky 

(2) had the highest increase in the past week, followed by Indiana (16), Pennsylvania (20), West 

Virginia (39) and Michigan (44). The Buckeye State performed better on the increase in jobless 

claims per 100,000 people in the labor force, coming in at 47. 
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EDUCATION 

The Ohio Education Association (OEA), the state's largest teachers union, recently released a list of 

legislative priorities for lawmakers to consider as they work on Gov. Mike DeWine's executive 

budget proposal. Priority OEA issues for this General Assembly include the following: 

 

- Fully funding the Fair School Funding Plan. 

 

- Alleviating school staffing shortages. 

 

- Ending the expansion of private school voucher programs. 

 

- Repealing mandatory student retention under the Third Grade Reading Guarantee. 

 

- Supporting student and staff wellbeing. 

 

- Protecting the voice of educators by supporting unions and defending collective bargaining rights. 

 

Proponents of consolidating K-12 governance powers in the executive branch cited policy alignment 

and a greater focus on career-technical education (CTE) as reasons to make the change in testimony 

Tuesday to the House Primary and Secondary Education Committee. The committee heard from 

several proponents for HB12 (Dobos-Jones) which would move most powers of the State Board of 

Education and state superintendent to a new department of Education and Workforce (DEW), led by 

a gubernatorial appointee. The similar Senate proposal, SB1 (Reineke), passed the other chamber 

last week. The committee adopted two amendments at Tuesday's hearing. One, pulled at last week's 

hearing for running afoul of timely filing rules, sets specific qualifications for the proposed deputy 

director positions established in the bill. The other includes technical corrections identified by the 

Legislative Service Commission. Both amendments were accepted without objection or discussion. 

Former Rep. Rick Carfagna, now with the Ohio Chamber of Commerce, led off testimony, citing 

falling student test scores and a workforce shortage as justification for the change. 

ENERGY/UTILITIES 

Chairwoman Jenifer French of the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (PUCO) provided senators a 

brief overview of the agency and the Ohio Power Siting Board's (OPSB) sister operations Tuesday 

and took questions on some of their key concerns. While the commission oversees electric, natural 

gas, water/sewer and landline telephone service, French told the Senate Energy and Public Utilities 

Committee, it does not regulate municipal aggregation and utility co-ops, fuel oil and propane, 

Internet and cable TV, or cellphone service, except for interconnection agreements between cellular 

companies. PUCO seeks "to assure all residential and business consumers access to adequate, safe 

and reliable utility services at fair prices, while facilitating an environment that provides competitive 

choices," she said. Its authority also extends to commercial trucking, rail crossings and hazardous 

material (HAZMAT) transport by road and rail, said French, with the agency employing a dozen 

HAZMAT inspectors. 

 

Testimony before the House Public Utilities Committee Wednesday indicated the General Assembly 

would have to consider changes to Ohio's "used and useful" standard for utility infrastructure to get 

ahead of the many businesses looking to locate or relocate in the state. Much of that development 

will require new electric transmission facilities, AES Ohio said, though independent municipal 

power companies told the committee all utility customers suffer from uncontrolled transmission 
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projects that can have the further, unintended consequence of discouraging commercial investment 

due to unpredictable rate increases. Vice President Tom Raga of AES U.S. Utilities in Arlington, 

VA, which includes now AES Ohio (formerly DP&L) and AES Indiana, said its West-Central Ohio 

territory now covers 6,000 square miles in 24 counties and serves 525,000 customers -- soon to 

expand with the construction of Honda Motor Co. and LG Energy Solutions' electric vehicle (EV) 

battery plant in Fayette County. 

FEDERAL 

U.S. Sen. Sherrod Brown (D-OH) Wednesday discussed his recently introduced legislation that 

would repeal two provisions in the Social Security Act to make sure public sector workers and their 

families receive their Social Security benefits. Brown reintroduced the Social Security Fairness Act 

with U.S. Sen. Susan Collins (R-ME). The bill would repeal the 1983 Windfall Elimination 

Provision (WEP), which reduces the Social Security benefits of workers who receive pensions from 

a federal, state or local government for employment not covered by Social Security; and the 1977 

Government Pension Offset (GPO), which reduces Social Security spousal benefits for spouses, 

widows and widowers whose spouses receive pensions from a federal, state or local government, 

according to Brown's office. The two statutes significantly reduced benefits for nearly 3 million 

Americans, including 241,755 Ohioans, according to Brown's office, many of whom are teachers, 

police officers and state, county and local government workers. 

GAMING/GAMBLING 

The state's four casinos and seven racinos raked in significantly more revenue in January 2023 than 

January 2022, according to data provided by the Ohio Casino Control Commission (OCCC) and 

Ohio Lottery Commission (OLC). Ohio's casinos made $86.1 million in January 2023, up from 

$75.6 million in January 2022. The racinos earned $110.8 million in January 2023, up from $95.6 

million in January 2022.FanDuel, which is the mobile management services provider for Belterra 

Park Cincinnati, led the way in handle (gross receipts) and taxable revenue. FanDuel took more than 

$494.2 million in bets during the month, and reported $103.2 million in taxable revenue. Meanwhile, 

Hard Rock Cincinnati led the way in handle and taxable revenue for brick-and-mortar sportsbooks. 

The facility reported $4.4 million in handle and $793,000 in taxable revenue. 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Youth who are 14- or 15-years-old would be allowed to work until 9 p.m. during the school year 

under legislation passed by the Senate on Wednesday. The bill, SB30 (Schaffer), passed on a party-

line vote of 25-7 as did the companion resolution, SCR2 (Schaffer) which urges Congress to make 

changes to the Fair Labor Standards Act to allow children under 16 to work between 7 p.m. and 9 

p.m. during the school year. SB17 (Wilson) also passed the Senate on Wednesday by a vote of 31-1. 

It would require the State Board of Education to incorporate free market capitalism concepts into the 

standards and model curriculum for financial literacy classes in high school. The lone "no" vote 

came from Sen. Paula Hicks-Hudson (D-Toledo). 

 

The Joint Committee on Agency Rule Review (JCARR) Monday did not object to proposed rules 

from the State Fire Marshal addressing the use of consumer fireworks after parties had worked out 

some differences. The rules, which were based on 134-HB172 (Baldridge-O'Brien) and include 

provisions such as standards for the display and selling of fireworks, had been issued last year but 
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pulled by the agency after JCARR received concern from a distributor. The State Fire Marshal's 

office filed the revised rules earlier this year. 

 

Multiple construction groups raised concerns to the Senate Government Oversight Committee 

Wednesday that SB23 (Lang) -- which expands political subdivisions' joint purchasing authority to 

expressly include purchases for construction services -- could hurt local construction businesses and 

help out-of-state ones. Andrea Ashley, vice president of government relations at the Associated 

General Contractors (AGC) of Ohio, said cooperative purchasing agreements for construction 

services would undermine the principles AGC of Ohio supports regarding "open, competitive and 

transparent public procurement laws and processes." She added that Ohio construction employers are 

primarily small businesses that work in specific regions of the state, and said construction services 

and purchasing related supplies were "completely different processes" that should not be 

commingled. 

INSURANCE 

The Ohio Department of Insurance (ODI) saved or recovered $57 million for the state's insurance 

consumers last year, director Judith L. French announced Monday during National Consumer 

Protection Week, March 5-11. The savings are a result of staff resolving coverage disputes, outlining 

suitable coverage options, and identifying financial assistance programs for Ohioans. According to 

ODI, the department is a consumer protection agency that regulates the Ohio insurance industry, 

which is one of the largest in the world. French urges Ohioans to utilize the department's free and 

unbiased information and services. 

JUDICIAL 

Former House Speaker Larry Householder and former Ohio Republican Party Chair Matt Borges are 

facing up to 20 years in prison after they were convicted of racketeering charges in federal court 

Thursday. Prosecutors had charged that Householder was involved in a bribery scheme with 

FirstEnergy to help him retake the speaker's dais and pass a billion-dollar bailout of nuclear power 

plants in the state. Borges was accused of bribing a political operative involved in the repeal efforts 

of that legislation -- 133-HB6 (Callender-Wilkin). Householder argued in court that the bill was a 

good piece of legislation, which is why he supported it. 

 

The Ohio Supreme Court says aspiring attorneys saw one of their most successful bar exams in 

February, at least in administrative terms. The Court administered the bar exam to 359 law graduates 

representing 43 Ohio counties and 15 states. Test results will be released on Friday, April 28 at 8 

a.m., and successful examinees meeting all other requirements will be sworn in at the bar admissions 

ceremony on Monday, May 15 at Columbus' Palace Theatre. 

MARIJUANA/HEMP 

The Senate General Government Committee should not pass Ohio Medical Marijuana Control 

Program (MMCP) overhaul bill SB9 (Schuring-S. Huffman) in its current form, members of the 

Ohio Medical Cannabis Industry Association (OMCIA) said Monday. "We strongly oppose SB9," 

OMCIA Executive Director Matt Close said during a virtual press conference. "It's about economics 

101. It's supply and demand. This is simply a massive marijuana expansion bill." Close said 

lawmakers shouldn't create more MMCP licenses or increase the allowable cannabis cultivation 

space at this time. 
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A wide range of organizations testified against medical marijuana overhaul bill SB9 (Schuring-S. 

Huffman) on Tuesday, including the Ohio Prosecuting Attorneys Association (OPAA). Jefferson 

County Prosecutor Jane Hanlin told the Senate General Government Committee that OPAA is 

opposed to numerous provisions of the legislation, including language stripping oversight authority 

from the Ohio Board of Pharmacy (OBP) and granting more power to the Ohio Department of 

Commerce (DOC). "Marijuana remains a Schedule I controlled substance and should therefore 

remain subject to oversight by the state board of pharmacy," she said. 

MEDICAID/MEDICAID REFORM 

Technology problems for the intermediaries who help Medicaid providers translate their service data 

into claims are prompting the Ohio Department of Medicaid (ODM) to offer bridge payments to 

providers for up to three months. ODM is also allowing the intermediaries, known as trading 

partners, to submit claims directly to the managed care plans rather than through the Ohio Medicaid 

Enterprise System (OMES). ODM designed the contingency plan for potential bridge payments 

ahead of the Feb. 1 launch of the revamped managed care system, a lesson learned from the troubled 

Kasich-era behavioral health redesign. ODM Director Maureen Corcoran told the Senate Medicaid 

Committee recently the agency had plans at the ready if necessary. Matt Stearmer, chief data officer 

for ODM, told senators at the time that trading partners were experiencing a wide range of failure 

rates for submitting transactions, from a fraction of a percent to more than 25 percent. 

NATURAL RESOURCES 

The Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) Division of Forestry recently approved grant 

funding for 77 projects totaling $491,883 for fire departments in rural areas of Ohio through the 

Volunteer Fire Assistance (VFA) Grant Program. VFA grants are open to fire departments within the 

ODNR Forestry Wildfire Protection Areas that serve communities with populations of less than 

10,000 people. These VFA grant funds are provided to ODNR Forestry by the USDA Forest Service. 

 

NEWS MEDIA 

Ann Fisher, the host of "All Sides with Ann Fisher," will retire from daily journalism on Friday, 

May 26, according to WOSU Public Media. Fisher joined WOSU in 2009 and has hosted the daily 

public-affairs talk show designed to touch upon all sides of the issues and events that shape life in 

Central Ohio. Prior to that, she worked in newspapers, covering politics, public affairs, culture, 

media and business over her career. 

NONPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS 

The Center for Community Solutions (CCS) Monday released three sets of fact sheets covering all of 

Ohio as well as the new House and Senate districts. Among statewide findings, CCS found that 

people 35 to 64 years old were the leading age group at 38.5 percent, followed by 18-34 at 22.1 

percent; 65 and older at 17 percent; five to 17 at 16.5 percent; and under five at 5.9 percent. Whites 

made up the lead group in racial demographics at 79.6 percent, with Blacks at 12.3 percent, "two or 

more races" at 4.3 percent and Asians at 2.4 percent. Hispanic/Latino of any race was listed under a 

separate ethnicity section, making up 4.1 percent. In education, 32.6 percent had a high school 
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diploma or equivalent, 29.7 percent had a bachelor's degree and 28.8 percent had an associate's 

degree or some college. Those with less than a high school diploma made up 8.9 percent. 

PENSIONS 

Special scrutiny of the State Teachers Retirement System (STRS) found no misdeeds but plenty of 

room to improve the transparency of operations -- problems that played a big role in the complaints 

that sparked his inquiry, Auditor Keith Faber (R-Celina) told the Ohio Retirement Study Council 

(ORSC) Thursday in reviewing the major conclusions of his special audit of STRS. His audit was 

launched in part in response to a report commissioned by the Ohio Retired Teachers Association 

(ORTA), which has been highly critical of the system and its executive director, William Neville. 

Faber said while he's not in the business of setting policy as auditor, the review led him to flag 

several issues for the General Assembly and the trustee boards of the state pension systems to 

consider. Among them are whether it's prudent to pay bonuses to investment staff, something for 

which STRS routinely draws criticisms. However, he noted, those STRS' bonuses have been 

properly paid according to system policy. 

PEOPLE 

The Ohio Association of Independent Colleges and Universities of Ohio (AICUO) has appointed 

Lauren Reid as director of legislative affairs, effective March 1, the association said. As director, 

Reid will work alongside Executive Vice President of Operations and Government Relations Emily 

Tully on AICUO's legislative efforts. 

 

Ohio Insurance Agents (OIA) Association, Inc. hired John Z. Wells as government affairs manager 

at the end of February. Wells has over five years of experience working in public policy and politics. 

Most recently, he served in the Ohio Senate as senior legislative aide for Sen. Steve Wilson (R-

Maineville). Wells also worked in the Michigan House of Representatives and for the Michigan 

Republican Party. 

 

Campaign fundraiser and strategist Lauren Diaz is joining Shumaker Advisors as director of 

government affairs, the firm announced Thursday. Previously, Diaz worked extensively in political 

fundraising for members of the Ohio House, including several former House speakers. She has also 

assisted with several judiciary campaigns, including that of Ohio Supreme Court Chief Justice 

Sharon Kennedy. 

 

Chad Aldis, vice president for Ohio policy at the Fordham Institute, will take over next week as head 

of the Iowa Department of Education, Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds' office announced. He is an Iowa 

native and attended school there. "Chad is the type of leader we need at this pivotal time for Iowa's 

education system," Reynolds said in a statement. "His unique perspective will help lead reform 

within the department and across our schools so that every Iowa student -- regardless of what school 

they attend -- receives a quality education that prepares them to be successful in life.” 

 

Ohio is remembering the former state representative and senator who led the reclamation of Ohio 

strip mines and championed conservation as Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) 

director under Gov. Bob Taft. Sam Speck, who served the House from 1971 to 1976 and the Senate 

from 1976 to 1984 and led Muskingum University from 1987 until his ODNR appointment in 1999, 

died Wednesday, March 1 at the age of 86. 
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The Columbus Metropolitan Club (CMC) Wednesday announced Sophia Fifner as the next president 

and CEO, effective Monday, May 1. Fifner will succeed Jane Scott, who retires on Wednesday, May 

31, after serving in the position since September 2003. Fifner joins CMC from NiSource, where she 

served as director of corporate social responsibility and executive director of the NiSource 

Charitable Foundation. Prior to that, Fifner served as a community relations chief for the city of 

Columbus. 

POLITICS 

Secretary of State Frank LaRose, U.S. Sen. J.D. Vance, U.S. Rep. Jim Jordan (R-Urbana) and 

Attorney General Dave Yost were among the Ohio politicians who made appearances at the 

Conservative Political Action Conference (CPAC), which ran through Saturday, March 4. LaRose, 

who is considering a U.S. Senate run in 2024, appeared on a panel titled "They Stole It from Us 

Legally," where he touted how Ohio elections run, using his oft-repeated line that Ohio runs 

elections so transparently and well that even the loser knows they lost on election night. 

PUBLIC SAFETY 

The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (PUCO) opened the application period Thursday for 

hazardous materials training grants to educational institutions and local governments. Qualified 

HAZMAT training includes the following: 

 

- First responder awareness, operations and technicians, highway response specialists, incident 

commanders and tank car specialists. 

 

- Intermodal hazardous materials training. 

 

- Incident response exercises. 

 

- Rail HAZMAT response, including rail/highway incident training. 

 

- Hazardous materials planning and survey studies. 

 

Applications must be submitted by Wednesday, May 31 at www.tinyurl.com/2bwrtabx.  

TRANSPORTATION/INFRASTRUCTURE 

Provisions addressing force account limits and rail safety added by the House to HB23 (Edwards), 

the transportation budget, drew testimony and questions in the Senate Transportation Committee 

Wednesday. An increase to force accounts, the limits on projects that counties and townships have 

before they must be competitively bid out, have been requested by local governments for several 

sessions, including during the transportation budget debate in both chambers in this session. Before 

passing out HB23, the House added a floor amendment that replaces force account limits with scope 

of work limits for county engineers with regard to road, highway, bridge and culvert projects, 

thereby requiring competitive bidding when the size of the project exceeds the statutory parameters, 

but authorizing the county to do the work if the project is within those parameters. The amendment 

also specifies the parameters for work that may be conducted by a county without competitive 

bidding. Testifying in support of the change, Ohio Contractors Association President Chris Runyan 

said this concept for defining limitations is a "major paradigm shift from the current way of doing 

http://www.tinyurl.com/2bwrtabx
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business," noting that the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) adopted something similar 

eight years ago. He said when the subjectivity of dollars is no longer in the equation for defining 

work limitation, factors such as inflation and force account assessment forms are no longer factors. 

He said the controversies related to defining caps through dollar amounts are now moot in favor of 

caps that are narrowly defined and easily auditable. 

URBAN REVITALIZATION 

The Ohio Department of Development (DOD) announced Tuesday it was awarding $17.5 million to 

rehabilitate and restore eight historic buildings, expected to leverage approximately $118 million in 

private investment for those projects. The awards are part of the Ohio Historic Preservation Tax 

Credit Program, and come in addition to $64.1 million awarded in December 2022. This brings the 

totals for the 29th round of the program to $81.69 million supporting 60 projects in 21 communities. 

The awards follow an evaluation of scoring procedures for the round based on language in 134-

SB225 (Schuring). 

LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITY 

 

SENATE 

 

PASSED BY SENATE 

SB17 FINANCIAL LITERACY EDUCATION-CAPITALISM (Sen. Steve Wilson) To 

incorporate free market capitalism content into the high school financial literacy and 

entrepreneurship standards and model curriculum.  
Vote 31-1 

  

SB30 YOUTH WORKING HOURS (Sen. Tim Schaffer) To allow a person under sixteen 

years of age to be employed after 7 p.m. during the school year.  
Vote 25-7 

 

ADOPTED BY SENATE 

SCR2 URGE CONGRESS-YOUTH WORK (Sen. Tim Schaffer) To urge Congress to make 

changes to the Fair Labor Standards Act to allow a person under 16 years of age to be 

employed between 7 p.m. and 9 p.m. during the school year.  
Vote 25-7 

  

SCR4 LEGISLATIVE CODE OF ETHICS (Sen. Kirk Schuring) To adopt the Legislative 

Code of Ethics for the members and employees of both chambers of the 135th General 

Assembly, employees of any legislative agency, and candidates for the 136th General 

Assembly. 

  Vote 32-0 

 


